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Monday, November 30th

Women in International Arbitration 

(9:00am - 10:30am)

Through hard work, flexibility, creativity and focus, in recent decades,
women have made undeniable progress playing significant roles in
international law and arbitration. Today, powerful women work as
arbitrators, heads of international arbitration centers, and partners,
counsels and associates of leading arbitration firms. However, there
still room for improvement. Milestones remain to be achieved for
women practitioners and arbitrators, and for the international
arbitration community as a whole. The Cross-Institutional Task Force
on Gender Diversity in International Arbitral Appointments and
Proceedings, for example, analyzes statistic on the appointment of
female arbitrators and identifies opportunities and best practices to
promote gender diversity in international arbitration.
 
Through the stories of our panelists, attendees will learn what is like to
be an arbitral woman in Washington D.C. and its greater international
community, what companies and arbitral institutions are doing to
promote gender diversity, and how young female practitioners can
break into the world of international dispute resolution. 

The panel will also provide insights on the impact that initiatives such
as the Cross-Institutional Task Force on Gender Diversity in
International Arbitral Appointments and Proceedings have in
international arbitration. Finally, the panel will focus on what remains
to be done to promote a more gender-diverse practice in
international arbitration.



2020

Mónica Jiménez serves as General Secretary
of Ecopetrol. Ms. Jiménez holds a law degree
from University of the Andes (Bogotá) and
has practiced as a foreign lawyer in Canada.
She worked as a lawyer in a boutique law
firm that specialized in international law and
then in a major Canadian law firm in
Vancouver, BC. She holds a postgraduate
degree in Civil and State Responsibility from
the Universidad Externado de Colombia and
a Master of Science in Development Studies
from the London School of Economics and
Political Science. She has extensive
experience as counsel and tribunal secretary
in commercial and investment arbitrations.

Speakers

Mónica Jiménez 

Melissa is Partner at Jones Day in
Washington D.C., Melissa Stear Gorsline was
counsel in some of the earliest and most
cutting-edge investor-State arbitrations in
International Centre for Settlement of
Investment Disputes (ICSID) and United
Nations Commission on International Trade
Law (UNCITRAL) history, with a focus on
public international law and treaty-based
arbitration. Melissa played an integral role in
some of the first international investment
arbitrations brought pursuant to Chapter
Eleven of NAFTA in the late 1990s. Since then
she has handled numerous additional treaty-
based investment arbitrations.

Melissa Stear Gorsline



Ashley R. Riveira is a counsel in Crowell &
Moring's International Dispute Resolution
Group and focuses her practice on
international arbitration and litigation.
Ashley's international experience includes
disputes involving Mongolia, El Salvador,
Libya, the Islamic Republic of Iran,
Uzbekistan and the Internet Corporation for
Assigned Names and Numbers (ICANN) in
fora such as the ICSID, the ICDR, the ICC and
the International Arbitral Centre of the
Austrian Federal Economic Chamber, as well
as ad hoc arbitrations conducted under the
UNCITRAL Arbitration Rules and disputes
arising under the United States-Central
American-Dominican Republic Free Trade
Agreement (CAFTA) and the Energy Charter
Treaty (ECT).

Speakers

Ashley R. Riveira

Ana Stanič, an Australian, Slovenian and
British national, is an English Solicitor
Advocate with over 25 years of experience of
advising on energy law, EU law and
international law with specific emphasis on
dispute resolution. A member of the Court of
Arbitrators of PCA, Ana sits as an arbitrator
and appears as counsel for States and
companies in international commercial and
investment treaty arbitrations. She also
advises on inter-State disputes including
before the Court of Justice of the EU. As a
member of the Slovenian government she
negotiated BITs and FTAs.

Ana Stanič



Margarita R. Sánchez, Of Counsel at Quinn Emanuel Urquhart &
Sullivan LLP in Washington D.C. Margarita R. Sánchez is a civil and
common law trained lawyer with more than twenty years of
experience representing public and private sector clients worldwide
in international law matters. She has served as counsel in numerous
high-profile investigations and multi-million dollar disputes,
including international arbitration under most major rules arising
out of projects and transactions in the Americas, Europe, Asia, and
the Middle East. She has particular experience in investment
arbitration under bilateral investment treaties, as well as complex
multi-jurisdictional disputes involving parties from Latin America
and The Caribbean.

Moderator

Margarita R. Sánchez
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